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Grand Traverse County
Year 2017 2018
Total Deaths in the County 1,306 1,413

Deaths Reported to the MEO 380 350

Deaths Investigated by MEO 249 252

MEI Scene Investigations 122 206

Death Certificates signed by MEO 153 126

Decedents Transported to WMed 77 58

Complete Autopsy 56 45

Limited Examination 2 0

External Examination 19 13

Storage Only 0 0

Total Cases with Toxicology 73 53

Unidentified Remains After Exam 1 2

Referrals to Gift of Life 44 37

Tissue Donations 4 3

Cornea Donations 4 2

Unclaimed Decedents & Investigations 5 7

Exhumations 0 0

Cremation Permits 1,005 1,108

% of Total Deaths with Cremation 76% 78%



Comparisons with Counties – 
Population and Deaths in County

County Van 
Buren

Grand 
Traverse Allegan Calhoun

Population 75,448 92,573 117,327 134,487
Deaths in 
County 514 1,413 772 1,495

Deaths 
Reported 162 350 197 475

Postmortem 
Exams 53 58 67 149

Accident 25 69 35 89
Homicide 5 1 1 6
Acc Drug 10 9 9 49
Traffic 10 15 12 15



Zip Code of Injury – Traffic 
Related Deaths



2017 versus 2018 – drug related deaths
► What are opioids? 

► A class of drugs that include pain relievers available legally by 
prescription, such as oxycodone, codeine, hydrocodone, 
morphine, as well as illegal drugs such as heroin, synthetic 
opioids such as fentanyl, and the fentanyl analogs.

Manner 2017 2018 2019 (YTD)
Accident 19 9 3

Suicide 4 1 2

Indeterminate 0 0 0

Total 23 10 5

% with opioids 84% 89% 0



Medical Examiner Office - 2018

► Maintain full NAME Accreditation

► Turn-around-time

► 85% within 30 days

► 99% within 60 days

► Swift Toxicology for Opioid-Related Mortalities (STORM) 
project participation with State of Michigan

► Rapid tracking to public health and law enforcement

► Which drugs are in each county within days

► Child Death Review Team Participation



Website: 
mimedicalexaminer.com







Questions or comments?


